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HOME CONNECTION 
Magazines & Resources 

1

Christian magazines and other resources are available to you at 
no charge in the magazine rack located at the back of the large 

fellowship hall/sanctuary near the water fountains.  

Pastor’s Corner: “Behold, I bring you tidings of great joy...” Luke 2:10 

Youth NEWS 
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Youth Christmas Party & 
White Elephant Gift Exchange 

 

Wednesday, December 10th 

 

Bring a favorite Christmas dessert or 
snack and a white elephant gift! 

 
 

Princess 
Retreat 
December 30th-31st 

Cost: $20  
Open to all young ladies 7th-12th 

grade.  The ladies will enjoy 
some great times of fellowship 
and Bible studies along with 

some shopping and fun down in 
Branson. 

 
 

 

Mission Action: 
Food for Christmas Baskets & Gifts 

Third Sunday Fellowship: 
Christmas Musical Performance 

December 21st @ 6pm 
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    Recently I read of a children’s Christmas program 
at a local church in the New England area. The 
opening scene included the cast of Joseph and Mary 
preparing for a trip to Bethlehem. On the other end 
of the stage was a lad in a shepherd’s outfit using a 
mobile phone to call ahead and make a reservation! 

Now there is a new twist on the Nativity! The rest of 
the play must have been something to see. Over the 
years people have been telling and re-telling the 
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Available magazines: 
Home Life 

Mature Living 
Parenting Teens 

Parent Life 
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story of the most significant night in human 
history. Whether it is told with traditional scenes 
and characters (e.g. little ones in dad’s bathrobe 
with a towel around their heads), or, a shepherd 
using a cellphone to reserve a room, the story 
never gets old. Let’s keep telling it! 

May the joy of the Season fill your hearts & homes! 

     - Pastor Lex  
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Available devotionals: 
     * Journey: Devotions for women 
     * Stand Firm: Devotions for men 
     * Open Windows: 2 minute devotions, also includes a read  
       through the Bible plan and a missionary prayer calendar. 

 

 

 

 
If you can’t find what you need please see Laura Johnson. 
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Occupations 
Ron: My first payroll job was working at Martha 
Washington’s Ice Cream Parlor in Maplewood, MO. I 
worked behind the counter filling orders from over 40 
different flavors. Great job for a teen, $0.75/hr and all 
the ice cream you could eat! After that I spent 36 years 
with Western Lithotech, the last 18 yrs as Plant Mgr. 
After being purchased by our competitor and closed, I 
worked 5 years for Garage Graphics as General 
Manager and 2 ½ yrs as General Manager for Marck 
Industries in Republic. I am currently retired, the best 
gig yet…except for the pay. 
Karen: I started out working as a waitress from age 15-
18. Then I worked in insurance, accounting, and as a 
secretary for managers and churches. I am also a 
housewife a very crafty hobby person. 

Where did you grow up? 
Ron: I was born and raised in St. Louis but spent my 
first 8 years in Vulcan, MO. I would go back there 
nearly every summer to visit my grandparents. We 
would swim and fish in Big Creek and Black River, 
provided we had someone with a car to take us. 
Otherwise we would walk to the creek, usually in the 
evening, as I was not allowed to go alone. As I got 
older this rule changed and I would spend most of the 
day walking the creek catching blue gill, goggle eye, 
and an occasional large mouth bass. 
Karen: I was born and raised in Springfield. I grew up 
on a farm where we had 60,000 laying hens. Thelma 
and Harold Lee worked on the farm and sold eggs & 
milk. I went to PV, HHS, and Evangel. 

How long have you been married? 
43 wonderful years 

Where did you meet? 
Some friends at church in St. Louis told me (Ron) 
about their beautiful niece in Spfd. I expressed interest 
so they invited her up for the weekend. That was it for 
me. We have been together almost every weekend 
since. I worked swing shift but no matter what time I 
got off on Fri, I would head straight to Springfield! 

Family Focus: Ron & Karen Blake 

Senior Adult 
Breakfast 9am 

Check out the board in the old 
fellowship hall for more pictures 
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The kids! 
Andy is a Navy vet. who works for Simplex 
Grinnell. He is also a Lt. on the Willard Fire Dept 
and an EMT. He is married to Simone and they 
have two girls, Ashley and Taylor, and one 
granddaughter, Kimber. 
Amy is going to OTC to become a Physical 
Therapy Assistant. She works at the Clipjoint as a 
massage therapist. She has been a therapist for 8 
years. We are very proud of what both of them 
have accomplished! 

Our live J  
It has been 43 years of fun, laughter, and great 
love. We have been blessed by family and friends 
from all over the country. We have traveled all 
over the world and have loved every minute. We 
have been best friends from the beginning. 

Church family 
Ron: I appreciate the way our church body works 
together to meet the needs of our church and the 
community. From the call to support missions to 
the J-PAK program at our local school. God, 
through our church members, continually meets 
our needs. Praise the Lord! 
Karen: I love the whole fellowship here at PHBC. 
I have been part of a lot of churches over the 
years and this church is the most loving and 
concerned that we have been a part of. We feel 
very blessed. 

Free time 
Karen: I love to knit, crochet, paint, and make 
beaded ornaments. 

Pet peeve 
Ron: During baseball season, it is the “called” 
third strike. You have a bat in your hand, take a 
whack at it if it’s in the neighborhood. The rest of 
the time, it would be those Walmart shoppers 
who refuse to return their cart to the storage rack. 
Karen: Talking with your mouth full. 

Christmas 
Musical  

6pm 

Young 
Married’s 

Christmas Party 
6:30pm 

Blake Baby Shower 
7pm 

Christmas Baskets 
7pm 
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Life changing moment 
Ron: Being transferred to work in Spfd. 
We have enjoyed living and raising our 
family here. It was the easiest decision 
and one of the best we have ever made. 
Karen: Meeting Ron; it was divine 
intervention! 

What did you want to be, growing up? 
Ron: I gave some serious thought to 
becoming a mortician. Marie (my 
mother) nixed that. 
Karen: A doctor early on and then a 
marine biologist in high school. I love 
scuba diving. 

Family Tradition 
Reading the Christmas story on 
Christmas Eve prior to opening presents. 
With all the material aspects of 
Christmas, we thought our children and 
grandchildren should experience the real 
meaning of Christmas. Hopefully, this 
will be a tradition continued by our 
children and grandchildren. 

Caroling 

No Evening 
Services 

Christmas Eve 
Service 9pm 

Youth Christmas 
Party 
7pm 

Christmas  


