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HOME CONNECTION
Directory Updates

Youth NEWS

It is time to update the church directory! We would like to have
information such as address, cell phone numbers, home phone
number, email addresses, etc.
included for church members
and regular attenders. Please
email
updates
or
new
information
to
home@pleasanthomebaptist.org
or give written information to
Laura Johnson.

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays.
Food, Football, Family, Fellowship and Fun
are some of my favorite “F’s” about
Thanksgiving, in no particular order! I love
the time that we can get together with friends
and family. On November 19th the youth will
have a Thanksgiving Meal together. Laura
and I will provide the turkey with the students
bringing sides and desserts! We always have a

Calvarymen Sunday

great time!

--Youth Minister Joel Johnson

On October 5th the Calvarymen joined us for a morning of singing and
fellowship. There was a wonderful time of food and fellowship following
the concert and then kids of all ages enjoyed fun fall activities out on the
lawn. Thank you to everyone who helped make it a wonderful day!

Annual Youth
Thanksgiving Feast
Wednesday, November 19th
7PM
Mission Action:
Food for Thanksgiving Baskets

4

Fourth Sunday Fellowship:
Thanksgiving Dinner
November 23rd @ 6pm
Turkey and drinks will be provided by the church. Come
early to help prepare the baskets for delivery!

Pastor’s Corner: “When He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” Job 23:10
A bar of steel, worth $5.00, when made into
horseshoes, is worth $10.00. If made into needles, it is
worth $350.00; if into penknife blades, it is worth
$32,000. The same bar of steel, if turned into springs
for watches, is worth $250,000!
What a drilling the poor bar must undergo to be
worth this! But, the more it is manipulated, the more
it is hammered and passed through the fire, and
beaten and pounded and polished, the greater its

value. (Prices are outdated, but the illustration stands!)
No one likes to be tested – especially by God!
Testing is rarely a pleasant experience. Yet, in this
season of Thanksgiving, we can be grateful in
knowing that whatever God allows in our lives,
His intent is to increase the quality of our faith.
- Pastor Lex
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Family Focus: Joel, Laura, Kinsley & Micah Johnson
Occupations
Joel: Youth Minister and History Teacher
Laura: Stay at home mom and church secretary. I
taught middle school math for 5 years before
staying home with the kiddos.

working with the youth at Golden Harvest Baptist
Church in Springfield in 2004 and we were
married November 18th, 2006. We have been
blessed to work with the youth at Pleasant Home
since Labor Day weekend of 2007.

Where did you grow up?
Joel: Born and lived in Kansas until 4th grade and
moved to Nixa, MO.
Laura: Ozark, Mo

Appreciate about our church family:
Joel: Pleasant Home is a special church; Each one
of us is different but we all bring that to the table
to bring glory to Christ. I truly appreciate the love
and fellowship of PHBC and the way you love on
my family!
Laura: The grace they give when I speak before I
think J and the way they consistently challenge
me to seek God first and foremost!

Where did you meet?
I, Laura, began attending 1st Baptist Ozark on
Wednesday nights with friends when I was in 7th
grade because my family didn’t drive back to
Springfield for Wednesday night services at our
church. Joel’s family had been attending there for
a couple of years, and his sister (Meagan) and I
quickly became best friends. For the next couple of
years Joel was just my best friend’s goofy older
brother. Glad it didn’t stay that way!
How long have you been married?
It will be 8 years on the 18th of this month!
The kids!
Kinsley is 3½ going on 16 J She loves all things
girly, reading, playing with her Bubby, and
making “surprises” for daddy (usually cookies).
Micah is almost 18 months old. He’s ALL boy! He
loves trucks, tools, and books. He could spend all
day helping daddy “fix” something. He loves to
help eat the “surprises” Kinsley makes for daddy.
Our lives J
We began dating when Joel was 18 and I was 16.
Joel attended OTC for 2 years after graduating
high school; then we both ended up attending
Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar once I
graduated, though we had no intention of
attending the same college. Joel majored in youth
ministry and I majored in Elementary Education
and Middle School Math Education. We began

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

Free time activities:
Joel: I enjoy cheering on sports teams both live
and in person. I also enjoy reading: newspapers,
magazines, blogs, and occasionally a book or two.
Laura: I LOVE to plan and organize…yes weird I
know. Sometimes that takes the form of cleaning
or quilting or coming up with projects for Joel ;)
Biggest pet peeve:
Joel: Being late
Laura: Clutter…though you’d never guess based
on my house right now! Kids…
Favorite meal:
Joel: I’m not too picky…if you haven’t noticed.
Laura: Chicken N’ Noodles w/ mashed potatoes
Meaningful family tradition:
Traditions in general! Joel remembers everything
and everything becomes a tradition. It’s kind of
fun J
What I wanted to be growing up:
Joel: A teacher
Laura: A teacher and a stay at home mom!
Places we’d like to visit:
Yellowstone and the Holy Lands

Check out the board in the old
fellowship hall for more pictures
Guidance from God:
Two years ago we sat down to really
analyze our finances and began praying
earnestly about the possibility of me
staying home with the kids. The numbers
didn’t really add up on paper but we
believed God was calling us to step out on
faith. I turned in my resignation letter with
no idea how God would provide, only that
He would. A few weeks later we found out
that the church was discussing possibilities
for providing insurance, which was one of
our biggest concerns. Shortly after, the
position for church secretary came open
and the expected monthly income was
exactly the gap our budget was showing on
paper. Though at times things are tight,
God has greatly provided and many of His
blessings have come through our church.

Young
Married’s
Fellowship

Church Council
Meeting 7pm

Senior Adult
Breakfast 9am
Youth
Thanksgiving
7PM

Thanksgiving
Baskets – 5pm
Dinner – 6pm

No Evening
Services

Thanksgiving

